on and their input was crucial to the succes 3 of this project,” 
] ela Garrett of Environmental said Byers. “Key players on the Community Partnering Team 
Services anc ndscape. They were there to formed just for this project included t enton, Mercer 


dministration’s (FHWA) 2005 County, Department of Environmental P 
he New Jersey Route 29 Jighway Administration.” 


s as they walk to the Delaware | a a : 
top the tunnel to mitigate noise, 3 eee. manwey Adnninis 
ion impacts and loss of direct access to the Sr 


roject in South Trenton closed a gap in 
em that had inundated local streets with 
: of daily traffic,” said Commissioner Jack 


ecording to Federal Highway Administrator Mary 

it went beyond compliance with the National Historic 
rvation Act and created a history-focused park.” 

“They went beyond mere compliance to achieve 
environmental excellence,” remarked Peters. “They’ve involved 
numerous public and private partners and used forward- 


Some of the key individuals associated with the Route 29 Tunnel/South 
Riverwalk Project in Trenton flank the FHWA 2005 Environmental 
Excellence Award at ceremonies held in Washington D.C. on April 


thinking approaches to solve environmental problems.” 22. They are Carol Beske, ACT Engineers, Inc., David Byers, NJDOT, 
The project involved complex, multi-faceted historicaland Landscape and Urban Design, Jeff Grob, Vollmer Associates, L.L.P., 

archaeological issues, significant research, subsurface testing, Michael Brescia, Michael Baker, Jr., Inc., and Pamela Garrett, NJDOT 
data recovery and monitoring during construction. It was all Bureau of Environmental Project Support. 
worth it. Garrett dittoed Byers’ thoughts on partnering. 

And, getting local input about the project was key to its “This project is a collaboration of Project Management (design), 
success. Environmental and the community,” she said. 

“The community was brought into the process very early Continued on page 3 
NJDOT celebrates 35th anniversary of Earth Day 

The lobby of the E&O Building in Ewing was buzzing with Mother Earth (Administrative Assistant Marianne 


activity during the week of April 18-22, as NJDOT joined the Filipponi) distributed wild flower packets, Swedish fish (candy) 
worldwide celebration of the 35" birthday of the first Earth Day _and tree seedlings. Tim Steinbeiser, Supervising Environmental 
in 1970. Specialist, introduced four rehabilitated birds of prey to visitors. 

ss 2 “What we were trying to do was to increase awareness of 
simple ways to become good stewards of the environment,” said 
Bob Cunningham, Director of the Division of Environmental 
Resources. 

“We handed out free flyers that promote recycled products 
for the home and garden, and gave tips for conserving energy 
and water. We collected used household batteries and printer 
cartridges for recycling.” 

Steinbeiser and the birds stole the spotlight. 

The Red Tailed Hawk, a Peregrine Falcon, an American 
Kestrel and a Great Horned Owl came from the Mercer County 
Wildlife Center in Titusville. 

”These are the birds you see on our highway phone lines, 
nesting on our bridges or hunting on our highway medians,” 
said Steinbeiser. “They stay unnamed because if we named them, 
they would appear to be pets, and they are not. Our goal is to 
protect the future of native wildlife species through education, 
rehabilitation and release.” 


Supervising Environmental Specialist Tim Steinbeiser holds a Red Assisting Cunningham, Filipponi and Steinbeiser were 
Tailed Hawk at the NJDOT Earth Day celebration. : Continued on back page 


NJDOT Supports military men and women 


Nyzio 

May is for the military. 

NJDOT takes this opportunity to honor all of this country’s 
military and to create an honor roll for our employees and 
members of their immediate families who are currently serving. 
They are: 

Kiranbhai Amin, Principal Engineer Region North 
Construction 

Son, Sgt. Dinan Amin, U.S. Marine Corps Reserves 

Currently stationed at Pendelton Base, CA after deployment 
to Iraq in January 2004, where he recruited and trained Iraqi 
Police. Amin is a NJ State Trooper. 

Will Day, Section Chief Bureau of Transportation Data 
Development, Major, U.S. Army Reserves 

Currently on active duty status, has been assigned to the 
Pentagon in Washington, D.C. since December 2004. 

John Garzio, Landscape; John Sindora, Construction and 
Maintenance Technician 


Son, Grandson, Specialist Matt Garzio, Army National Guard 
Currently stationed at Camp Speicher, Tikrit, Iraq, serves as a 


helicopter electrician with the 1-150" General Support Battalion. 
Holly Kokas, Construction and Maintenance Technician 
Son, PFC Ryan Lawton, Army National Guard, is assigned 


Children are ‘engineers’ 


Kathy Stewart of Training helped children build a structure of mini grasbiaclions 
and uncooked spaghetti as part of an engineering game. Working on the project are 
Tim Bertucci, son of Phil Bertucci of Design Services, Jalen Davis, son of Kim Davis 
of Materials Testing, Shakyra Davis, daughter of Nona Davis of Materials Testing and 
Ruchi Kasbekar, daughter of Mike Kasbekar of Project Management, on Take Your 
Children to Work Day, April 28. Janice DeJohn and Lisa Webber of Employee Services 
co-chaired the program. 


to the 1-114" Infantry Unit, Mt. Holly and serves as a Bradley 
Fighting Vehicle Mechanic. 

Kim Morris, Administrative Supervisor 1, and Principal 
Transportation Analyst Owen Morris, Region South. 

Daughter, Staff Sgt. Kim Liu, U.S. Army, is stationed at Fort 
Lee, VA. 

Son-in-law Master Set. David Liu, U.S. Army, has been 
deployed to Iraq. 

Daughter Sgt. Pam Morris, U.S. Air Force, is serving in Iraq. 

Debby Needham, Crew 
Supervisor, Landscape, Region South 

Son, Cpl. Jason R. Needham, 
Army National Guard, assigned to 
the 250" Signal Battalion, is serving in 
Iraq 

Ed Nyzio, Supervisor Right of 
Way 

Son, Sgt. Joseph Nyzio, Army 
National Guard was deployed to Iraq, 
assigned to the 1* Cavalry Division 
at Camp Cuervo in East Baghdad. 
Awarded the Purple Heart after being 
wounded in a firefight in Sadr City, 
he is now assigned to the Medical 
Holding Company at Walter Reed 
Medical Center, Washington, D.C. 

Jules Oroszvary Supervisor, 
Environmental Resources 

Lt. Colonel, U.S. Army Reserve assigned to 304" CA 
Brigade, Philadelphia 

Memorial Day, which began as a day to honor civil war 
veterans in 1866 and to decorate the graves of those who died 
in defense of our country, is celebrated nationally at 3 p.m. with 
a moment of remembrance on the last Monday in May. 

A second holiday, Armed Forces Day on May 21, was 
created in 1949 by President Harry S. Truman to commemorate 
the joining of the separate armed forces under the Department 
of Defense. It recognizes members of all branches of the military. 


oe 
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8 Blue ribbons 
g'@ NJDOT employees are appreciated 


Commissioner Jack Lettiere praised all NJDOT employees at an appreciation 
breakfast to kick off “Appreciation Month for State Employees” in the Headquarters 
cafeteria on May 3. 

“You are the strength of this organization ... NJDOT’s most valued asset,” said 
Lettiere. “I am proud of the work you have done to make this Department the finest 


in State Government.” 

NJDOTers who helped to make the breakfast a success were Deputy 
Commissioner Jim Snyder, Meg Frampton and Rita Hewitson of the 
Commissioner’s Office, and Bill Bennett, Janice DeJohn, Celeste Giancola and 
Sandy Hornick of Human Resources, Dianna Stathopolus of Planning and 
Development, Dan Abramovitz of Policy, Legislation and Regulatory Actions, 
Charlie Laurita and the Support Services Staff, and Bob Donoher and the 
PRK Caterers. The Employee Memorial Committee contributed funds for the 
refreshments. 


Some employees do more 


And the accolades NJDOTers receive for doing their sobs well, even n going 
eyond the required tasks, prove it. Here are some of those employees. 

_ Merchant's a lifesaver. To Wally Merchant, Assistant Crew Supervisor 
Nest Deptford ° Yard Region South, who was removing some debris from | 
the front of the yard about noon on January 11, the day was routine. Then he | 
spotted a white station wagon come onto the premises. 

_ Merchant asked the man if he needed assistance. He replied that he was. 
looking for Pine Street, and the Renaissance Hotel. Merchant advised him 

e didn’t know the location and that he was in a NJDOT facility. The man 
appeared disoriented, but he insisted that te was oo Ue he left and almost 
Ait the rear gate and side fence. _ 

I told him to shut off his vehicle and to give me the keys,” Merchant 
“T called the police for assistance, and they took him to the hospital.” 
According to Area Supervisor Highway Maintenance Don Bourne, 
rchant is a hero. “A lot of people would have been willing to let him leave, 
t Merchant ‘possibly saved his life.” _ 

_ Honesty is a good thing. Regional Mamtenanee Engineer Wilbur Dixon 
entral Region heaped praises on Truck Driver Joseph Calderone of | 


rned a lost wallet intact to a citizen. 
Nt 1en. she called,” a said Dixon, “she said that the wallet was lost for Ae 


Keeping eee in n line. It’s: a oe bate cae oho on Route 35, eee 
Monmouth County during the annual St. Patrick’s Day celebration. Because 
stivities draw more than 100, 000 lee the local Ley are thankful for 


cular and pedestrian traffic,” Chief of Police Jack Hill Jr. said. “Thank you - 
for your continued assistance in Me preven: a safety on New Jersey State 
Tiireye « . 
fo Ip addition to the Chief’s areolces ferns Director Beriard James 
ee of Central Region heaped personal praises on the work of Jerry Wilson, Crew 
oo ages ae ee Technicians ae Clavin and Alan ea | 


ance Crew 320 for his personal display of fone) and ween when . 


“The ee of fae por. signs v were an asset concerning 5 the cone) of 


| 


Secretarial Assistant 2 Jacqueline Livingston 
and Administrative Assistant 1 Dianna 
Stathopulos enjoy the Commissioner’s 
Employee Appreciation Breakfast. 


Cc omi ng ‘attractions ns | 


) April 25 - May 23 

: Succession Planning L doship Pool 

| application and nomination period 

e Call 609.530.3972 for information. 

| May 19, 26 
Relay for Life American Cancer Society | 
| bake sales : 
» Call Mary Catherine Bock at 

| 609.530.2525. 

| May 27 
Asian Cultural Preweton, 

» Headquarters, Philippine dances, a Sri 

| Lankan artist, Asian history and culture, 

| food sampling and more : 
Contact co-chairpersons Dulce Hill or | 
| Bruce Darji. 

| June4 

Trans-Sporters biking team annual 30 

| mile Tour de Cure at the Jersey Shore ride 

_ for the American Diabetes Association 

Call Karen Weber at 609.530.4946 for 

| details. 

| June 10, 11 

| Relay for Life at Mercer County 

» Community College 

Call Pat Bowker at 609.530.3741 for 
| Po mation or to me a i enanon. 


Byers ner ate 


Continued from front page 

“But,” Garrett noted, “communication 
among NJDOT employees was also crucial. 
Although I was an environmental team 
leader, and Dave directed landscape, there 
were many others at DOT who played key 
roles. These included Program Manager 
Steve Lavelle, Project Managers Kathy 
Diringer, Bill Birch, and Kirin Patel, 
Environmental Resources Director Bob 
Cunningham, Environmental Team leaders 
Elkins Green and Nick Caiazza, and 
Landscape Designers Brenda Hammer, 
and Cindy Bloom-Cronin.” 
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Celebrate spring: get fit! 


Some people wait until the long, 
cold winter, with its accompanying ice, 
snow and freezing temperatures is over to 
lose weight, firm up and generally get fit. 
Others get a head start. Either way, NJDOT 
can now guide you in the right direction. 

Become a ‘loser.’ 

For those who need a weight 
reduction program, NJDOT makes it 
convenient. 

“We started the Weight Watchers at 


Work Program every Thursday at 11:30 a.m. 


right here at Headquarters,” said Karen 

Romanowsky, Administrative Assistant 3 

in Maintenance Engineering and Support. 
“You can join at any time as long as 


mh 


os 


i oe 
s & 


Manager Tim Szwedo of Traffic Signal and 
Safety Engineering presents the biggest 
weight loser, Russ Allen, Principal Drafting 
Technician, with the first prize. 


you are an NJDOT employee or retiree. If 
you need information on the program, call 
me at 609.530.5280.” 

Some units run their own program. 
Principal Drafting Technician Russ Allen 
set an example when he lost 25 pounds, 
or 10.75 percent of his original weight, 
between January 4 and March 24. 

Inspired by an office pool, Allen was 
one of ten employees who competed in the 
contest run by Tim Szwedo, Manager, who 
dubbed it the “Traffic Signal and Safety 
Engineering Great Weight Off.” 

Why did Allen do it? 

“Thad to,” he said. “In 2004 I lost 100 
pounds on doctor’s orders. Then I lost the 
25 pounds. I still have to lose more. I go to 
Weight Watchers in Yardley PA and since 
I've been dieting my high blood pressure 
has come down. I didn’t want to go on 
medication.” 

Second place weight loser was 
Secretarial Assistant 3 Tiffany Chappell. 

Runners-up in the ‘loser’ category are: 
Secretarial Assistants 3 Doris Chambers 
and Marilyn Salvatini; Wayne Heath, Head 
Drafting Technician, Supervising Engineer 
John Nizolek, Principal Engineer Claudette 
Bailey, Assistant Engineer Michael 
Congleton and Project Engineer Michael 
Gray, all of Electrical and Project Engineer 
Traffic Vincent Burns. 


Firm up. 

To help firm up those slimmed down 
frames, Paul Craddock of Operations 
Support, Dave Haslam of Facilities 
Management and Vince Gervasoni, 
Supervisor of Highway Marking created 
an NJDOT Campus Walking Trails Program 
detailed map of four trails from 0.52 miles 
to 0.94 miles. 

“Paul measured the courses and Dave 
created the map,” said Gervasoni,” and my 
crew will paint the trail markers within the 
next month. You can start with the smallest 
distance and gradually work up to the 
longest distance. Besides getting exercise, 
you'll enjoy the outdoors.” 

Maps are available at the receptionists’ 
desks in the E&O and Main Office buildings. 


NJDOT celebrates - 


Continued from front page 


committee members Amanda Bolis, 

Dave Byers, Amber Cheney, Sue Dill- _ 
Wendrzycki, Bruce Hawkinson, Tina 
Shutz, and Linda Sudler. Rich Attenello, 
Rob Bird, Joe Bowen, Rich Cloward, 
Jane Desfosse, Dhanesh Motiani, Amy 
Pollachak, Lauralee Rappleye, and 
Leonore Strathem Strathern were sub — 
committee members. 


